


The Museum of Friends is pleased to display 
the works of Joseph Slusky and Katie Hawkinson
in the exhibition Collaborations & Tangents, 30 
Years of Making and Exhibiting Art Together.

The central work on display is a collaborative 
mural that Katie and Joe created in 2012 in front 
of one of their favorite local book stores, The 
Builders Booksource in Berkeley while the book-
store was undergoing a downsizing.  In the past, 
Joe Slusky’s sculpture had been exhibited there so 
the owners, George and Sally Kiskaddon asked 
him to “graffiti” the temporary plywood portico 
across the front to make the storefront more 
welcoming during it’s reconfiguration.  Joe agreed 
and asked Katie to work on it with him.  Each had 
half or 15’ apiece to design and paint.  At first 
Katie was reluctant to paint in public preferring 
the privacy of her studio. She decided on a repeat 
pattern that would be quick to execute and 
engage the large plywood panels. Her inspiration 
was “an offset half circle pattern used in many 
cultures in tile work to represent water.”  Joe 
relied on his process of scribbling or exploring 
realms of the subconscious with a 7B pencil and 
an eraser.  Once the surface was covered with 
scibbles, he then developed the shapes and their 
relationships to one another, finishing by refining 
the line weights.  In order to have a unified image 
they agreed to restrict their color palette to black 
and white.  However, as the mural evolved Katie 
who is an incredible colorist introduced colors 
with her patterns. As Joe’s scribbles became more 
complex compositions on wood, Katie helped him 
to fill in some of his larger areas with black and 
white. This experience freed Katie up to paint 
publicly – one which she did not relish initially but 
with time seemed not to mind and even enjoy.

The temporary murals were on display for about a 
month until the bookstore construction project 
was complete.  Afterwards the artists brought the 
panels home where they remained for eight years 
until they prepared them for the move to Walsen-
burg for the MoF Exhibit. Brendt Berger expressed 
interest in exhibiting these panels when he visited 
Katie and Joe in early 2020.

Their friendship began when Brendt Berger met 
Joe Slusky at the Breakfast Group in Berkeley 
California more than 30 years ago.  This group 
began in the 1960’s as a place where painters, 
filmmakers, and photographers would meet weekly 
for breakfast, conversation, and artistic comradery. 
The group was started by a handful of UC Berkeley 
male Art Faculty. It has evolved and grown over the 
years and now includes women. The current Break-
fast Group is quite active in exhibiting together and 
works by current members are included in the 
permanent collection of the Museum of Friends. 

Over the years Brendt and Joe have had many 
opportunities to talk together about their own 
creative practices, sharing new work and interests 
during visits. Joe is always drawing while in conver-
sation or even painting on sculpture. Joe is best 
known for his whimsical painted metal sculptures 
made from recycled scrap metal. Influences include 
metal toys, LA car culture, Constructivism and 
other twentieth century art movements. “The 
sculptures explore realms of the subconscious and 
are fossilizations of the imagination”. The murals in 
the exhibit became the genesis of a new branch of 
Joe’s creative activity. He has made numerous wood 
panel paintings since the bookstore collaboration 
which he directly equates with his sculpture making 
process.



Brendt had the pleasure to meet Katie Hawkinson 
a little while after meeting Joe. This began a friend-
ship that has lasted over many decades and was 
recently rekindled when Brendt and his son Jazz 
drove to Berkeley from Walsenburg to pick up the 
artworks in the exhibition. Brendt and Jazz were 
overwhelmed with the 2-dimensional artworks that 
Katie and Joe showed to them to select for this 
exhibit.  Katie’s work was mostly unknown to 
Brendt before this trip other than the works on 
view in the permanent collection upstairs. He was 
amazed by Katie’s range and output, and by how 
she absorbs stimulus from nature, the cosmos, 
memory, and art from around the world to express 
her experience of being alive. Similar to Joe, Katie 
does not work with a preconceived notion of how 
a painting will look, preferring to discover along the 
way through the process of painting. Her works 
often begin with a few colors that resonate at that 
time and evolve through many layers gradually 
coming into focus. 

During this visit Brendt commented that Katie’s 
and Joe’s relationship as a married couple and 
individual artists is unusual in their ability to work 
well in tandem. Their relationship as artists who 
work, live and create together prompted the idea 
for the Collaborations & Tangents, 30 Years of 
Making and Exhibiting Art Together during a series 
of conversations in Berkeley and later by phone.
          
Over the last 30 years they have exhibited togeth-
er in numerous exhibits – Katie’s paintings and 
Joe’s sculptures with titles that suggest this bond 
and collaboration: Dialogues, 1999; Osmosis, 2000; 
Tangents, 2004; Osmosis ll, 2005; In Tandem and 
Connections, 2012; Beyond Abstraction, 2016 and 
most recently Abstract Affinities, 2020.   

The exhibit at MoF honors their collaborative 
spirit and highlights their singular works as well.  As 
this show centers on the theme of working togeth-
er the mixed media on paper works titled Joe & 
Katie 2019 and 2020 Collaboration 1 through 10 
and 1 through 20 exemplify this.  You do not know 
whose line is whose or who put that touch of 
color in each activated and completed work. Who 
drew it?  Joe or Katie?  This is an amazing feat for 
two artists to work in a picture frame where you 
the viewer cannot distinguish who did what? 
 
Katie describes this process: 
“The first studio work during quarantine for me 
was a series of collaborations with my husband. We 
each started a number of works on paper and 
traded them back and forth until we both thought 
they were complete. ” 

Both have studios within their home and Joe also 
has a studio in Oakland where he welds and fabri-
cates his metal sculptures.  Katie is primarily a 
painter and her recent works are oil on paper. The 
other works in the exhibit represent 30 years of 
art making for each individually and those that 
were created collaboratively.

Katie and Joe’s paintings and sculptures are in many 
collections throughout the United States and they 
have exhibited here, in Europe, Mexico and Japan. 
He taught drawing and three-dimensional studies at 
UC Berkeley’s Architecture Department for over 
thirty years.  Katie Hawkinson is a painter and 
printmaker who teaches painting at Stanford Uni-
versity’s Continuing Studies Department and draw-
ing and design at UC Berkeley.

Maria Cocchiarelli, July 2021


























































































